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COMMENTS 

The Wireless Communications Association International Inc. (“WCA”), by its cotinsel 

i i i i t l  iii response 10 the Commission’s Public Notice itlcascd December 18, 2002, hereby subinits 

Ihcse comments to reaffirm its support Tor an amendment lo Section 1 I ,  1 l(a) or  thc 

Comiiiissioii’s rules that would pemiit digital wireless cable systems with 5,000 or more 

suhscribers lo have  the option of delivering Emergency Alert System (“EAS”) messages via 

“rorcc tunc” technology in lieu orcari-ying video and  audio EAS messages on every pi-ogrminled 

channcl. FOI- [lie rcasons SCI forth in  WCA’s Petition for Rulemaking filed Octohcr 31, 2002, the 

pi.oposcd ~r i i lc  amendment is consistent wi th  the spirit and intcnt of the Commission’s EAS rules 

anti is necessary to alleviate the financial burdcn full compliance with the “all chamiels” rule 

imposes on digital wircless cable systems 

WCA wishes to clarify two points raised in  its Petition. As discussed in WCA’s Petition, 

tlic current “all channels” rcqtiircment imposes eiioi-mous financial burdens on digital wireless 

ciihlc systcnis due lo the iiiipracticality o f  inserting EAS messages into digital chamicls taken 

dii-cctly ko~n satcllitc feeds. Thai bui-deli applics both lo wireless cable systcins that are entircly 

digital or tlint can’y both analog a n d  digital programming. Any amendment 



10 ~ieimit “lhrcc It i i ic” sliotild specify that the “force tune” option will bc eqtially available I O  

both kinds ol‘systcms (mcaniiig thal a systciii thal is partially digital would not be I-ecltiircd to 

comply Lvitli the “all channels” rcqtiirement on its digital channels). Second, [lie amendment 

should indicate tha t  the “Torce tune” option will be available where, as in the case of W.A.T.C.II. 

TV’s  digital wireless cable system in wcstcm Ohio, the ‘Torcc lune” mechanisni is emhedded in  

ihe stihsci.ihcr’s sct-top box (as opposed lo the subscriber’s television set).’ 

WHEREFORE, for l l i e  i’easons se l  fonh above and in  its Petition, WCA rcqtiests llial the 

C‘oiiimission isstie a , N o / / c r ,  o/  P/-opo.wtl Ruloi/crki/ig in the above-captioned matter and amend 

Scction 1 I .  I I (a)  as I-cqiiesled herein. 
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Ils Attorneys 

I’lrlilioii a t  4. LZ’CA LhcreIbre suggcsls tha t  the language originally recommendcd for tlic pi.oposed 
nincndmeiil (,w,e Pe[itioii a t  7 in. I I ) l ie  corrected to tread as follo\vs: “Digital wireless cable systems 
( i i ic l td ing systems that  lran\mlt in bolh the analog and dtg~ta l  modes, or entircly 111 the dlgltal niodc) niay 
crmply with Ihis rcquiremenl by u s ~ n g  a ‘forcc lune’ mcchan~sm wlilch automai~cally tunes tllc vtcwer to 
rl prcdesignatcd channcl uflhich cilrrics the rrqiiired audio and vidco EAS messages.” 
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